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bybS.F. Said

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian
Blue kitten. He lives high up in
an old house on a hill. He's
never left home, but then his
grandfather tells him about the
Way - a secret martial art for
cats. Now Varjak must use the
Way to survive in a city full of
dangerous dogs, cat gangs and,
strangest of all the mysterious
Vanishings.b
Fourth-grader Evan Treski is
people-smart. He's good at
talking with people, even
grownups. His younger sister,
Jessie, on the other hand, is
math-smart, but not especially
good with people. So when the
siblings' lemonade stand war
begins, there really is no
tellingbwho will win--or even if b

by Jacqueline Davies
btheir fight will ever end. Brimming with savvy
marketing tips for making money at any business,
definitions of business terms, charts, diagrams, and
even math problems, this fresh, funny, emotionally
charged novel subtly explores how arguments can
escalate beyond anyone's intent.b

Gertie is a girl on a mission to be
the best fifth grader ever in
order to show her estranged
mother that Gertie doesn't need
her--not one bit!
bybKate Beasley

The great athletes of the Ethiopian
national team are his heroes and he
dreams that one day he will be a goldmedal-winning athlete like them, in
spite of his ragged shorts and bare
feet. When his grandfather announces
that he's going to take Solomon to
Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe
his ears. A trip to the capital? It'sb
unfathomable. Solomon's joy is
bybElizabeth Laird
increased when he realizes that the
Ethiopian running team will be doing a
victory parade through the city that day.
Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with four
small children, is faced with a terrible
problem. She must move her family to
their summer quarters immediately, or
face almost certain death. But her
youngest son, Timothy, lies ill with
pneumonia and must not be moved.
Fortunately, she encounters the rats of
NIMH, an extraordinary breed of highlyb
intelligent creatures, who come up
bybRobert O’Brien
with a brilliant solution to her
dilemma. And Mrs. Frisby in turn
renders them a great service.b
But just before the big day, Poppa is in a
terrible accident. And now all Mibs
wants is a savvy that will save him. In
fact, Mibs is so sure she'll get a
powerful savvy that she sneaks a ride
to the hospital on a rickety bus with her
sibling and the preacher's kids in tow.
After this extraordinary adventure - full
of talking tattoos and a kidnapping - not
a soul on board will ever be the same.b

by Ingrid Law
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Trille's best friend, Lena, lives on the
other side of a hole of the hedge in
Mathildewick Cove, where hardly a
day passes without the two of them
inventing some kind of adventure
that often ends in trouble. Trille
loves to share everything with Lena,
even Auntie Granny's waffles, but
Lena is keeping a secret that could
bybMaria Parr
compromise their friendship. Trilleb
knows that Lena is his best friend, but does she feel
the same way about him?
Aventurine is the fiercest,
bravest kind of dragon, and she's
ready to prove it to her family by
leaving the safety of their
mountain cave and capturing the
most dangerous prey of all: a
human.
But when the human she
captures tricks her into drinking
enchanted hot chocolate, she
bybStephanie Burgis finds herself transformed into
abpuny human girl with tiny blunt
bteeth, no fire, and not one single claw. She's still the
fiercest creature in these mountains though - and now
she's found her true passion: chocolate! All she has to
do is walk on two feet to the human city, find herself
an apprenticeship in a chocolate house, and she'll be
conquering
new territory in no time ... won't she?
co
The lives of four misfits are
intertwined when a bully's prank
lands shy Virgil at the bottom of
a well and Valencia, Kaori, and
Gen band together in an epic
quest to find and rescue him.
bybErin Entrada Kelly

Red is an oak tree who is many rings
old. Red is the neighborhood
"wishtree"--people write their wishes
on pieces of cloth and tie them to Red's
branches. Along with a crow named
Bongo and other animals who seek
refuge in Red's hollows, this wishtree
watches over the neighborhood.
You might say Red has seen it all.
Until a new family moves in. Not
byb
everyone is welcoming, and Red'sb
KatherinebApplegate
experience as a wishtree is more important than ever.
I heard the wind above me in the sails. I
remember thinking, this is silly, you
haven't got your safety harness on, you
haven't got your lifejacket on. You
shouldn't be doing this ...I was in the cold
of the sea before I could even open my
mouth to scream. Washed up on an
island in the Pacific, Michael struggles to
survive on his own. With no food and no
water, he curls up to die. When he
byb
wakes, there is a plate beside him ofb
Michael Morpurgo
fish, of fruit, and a bowl of fresh water. He is not alone ...
Ten-year-old Comfort Snowberger has
attended 247 funerals. But that's not
surprising, considering that her family
runs the town funeral home. And even
though Great-uncle Edisto keeled over
with a heart attack and Great-greataunt Florentine dropped dead--just like
that--six months later, Comfort knows
how to deal with loss, or so she thinks.
She's more concerned with avoiding her bybDeborah Wiles
crazy cousin Peach and trying to figure out why her best
friend, Declaration, suddenly won't talk to her. Life is full
of surprises. And the biggest one of all is learning what it
takes to handle them.
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Told that they will have to move out of
their Harlem brownstone just after
Christmas, the five Vanderbeeker children,
ages four to twelve, decide to change their
reclusive landlord's mind
bybKarina Glaser

In 1944, Hobie Hanson's father is
flying B-24s in Europe, so Hobie
decides to donate his beloved
German shepherd, Duke, to Dogs for
Defense in the hope that it will help
end the war sooner--but when he
learns that Duke is being trained for
combat he is shocked, frightened, and
bybKirby Larson determined to get his dog back.
The Blythes are a big, warm,
rambunctious family who live on a
small farm and sometimes foster
children. Now Prez has come to live
with them. But, though he seems
cheerful and helpful, he never says a
word.bIt turns out that Sputnik is
writing a guidebook to Earth called
Ten Things Worth Doing on Earth,
byb
and he takes Prez on a journey
Stephanie Burgis tobdiscover just those
ten things. Each adventure seems to take Prez nearer
to the heart of the family he is being fostered by. But
they also take him closer to the day that he is due to
leave them forever. . .
After months of bombing raids in
London, twelve-year-old Olive
Bradshaw and her little brother
Cliff are evacuated to the Devon
coast. Desperate to be helpful,
Olive becomes his post-girl,b
carrying secret
messages (as she likes
byb
to think of the letters)
Emma Carroll to the villagers.

When eleven-year-old Olive and her
distracted parents move into an old
Victorian mansion, Olive finds herself
ensnared in a dark plan involving some
mysterious paintings, a trapped and angry
nine-year-old boy, and three talking cats.
bybbJacqueline West

bybJean Ferris

Christian is gaga for Princess Marigold. But
he's just a commoner, and no match for
royalty. Heck, he lives in a cave with a troll!
And now he's discovered another reason to
put his love-soggy heart on ice: Queen
Olympia is scheming to take over the
kingdom--and she'll bump off her own
daughter to do it. Can Christian foil her
diabolical plans?b

Astrid has always done everything with
her best friend Nicole. So when Astrid
falls in love with roller derby and signs up
for a summer camp, she's sure Nicole will
be right by her side - until Nicole signs up
for ballet camp instead, with Astrid's
biggest rival. So begins the hardest
summer of Astrid's life, as she struggles
to stay on her skates, to learn who she is
byb
without Nicole . . . and to find out what it
Victoria Jamieson
takes to be a strong, tough, awesome
roller girl.b
Eleven-year-old Corinne must call on
her courage and an ancient magic to
stop an evil spirit and save her island
home.
bybTracey Baptiste

